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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Claim Status: 

Claims pending 27-57; claims 1-27 having been cancelled. Claims 27-57 are rejected as 
detailed below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 27, 28, 30, 32-47 and 50-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Pat No 6,321,133 (Smimov), hereafter Smimov and further in view of US 
Pat No 6,349,335 (Jenney), hereafter Jenney. 
Claims 27. 30, 32-47 and 50-57: 
Smimov discloses: 

defining a state machine associated with a provisioning model [order promising system, 
col 1, lines 60-67] the state machine comprising a set of current states [Fig 1, state nodes 12] 
of the provisioning model 

defining at least one transition within the provisioning model that defines conditions 
under which states are added to or removed fi'om the set of current states of the provisioning 
model [Fig 3, model 90, model 90 is a breakdown of task node 76, col 10, lines 60-65] 
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Smimov discloses the elements of the claimed invention as noted above but does not 
disclose generating a signal that identifies when a transition occurs that either adds states to the 
state machine or removes states from the state machine. Jenney discloses generating a signal that 
identifies when a transition occurs that either adds states to the state machine or removes states 
from the state machine [col 2, lines 45-60]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Smimov to include generating a signal 
that identifies when a transition occurs that either adds states to the state machine or removes 
states from the state machine as taught by Jenney for the purpose of obtaining an indication that 
a certain process has occurred. 

Examiner Notes: 

The preamble is drawn to. intended use because "a method for provisioning 
communication service" is merely a statement of a possible real-world application. The above 
claim language v^ll not be given patentable weight. Furthermore, the preamble does not breathe 
life into the claimed invention because no limitations related to "communication service" are 
included in any independent or dependent claims of the claimed invention. 
Claim 28: 

The combination of Smimov and Jennet discloses the elements of the claimed invention 
as noted above and fiirthermore, discloses modifying arguments of the signal, by the at least one 
transition [Smimov, Fig 3, three current states are added]. 
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Claims 29, 31, 48 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the combination of Smimov and Jenney as applied to claims 27 and 28 and 43, above, and 
further in view of US Pat No 6,631,354 (Leymann), hereafter Leymann. 
Claims 29. 48 and 49: 

The combination of Smimov and Jenney discloses the elements of the claimed invention 
as noted above but does not disclose wherein the signal is generated by an external API of a 
provisioning engine. Leymann discloses wherein the signal is generated by an external API of a 
provisioning engine [col 3, lines 40-50]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the above combination of references to 
obtain wherein the signal is generated by an external API of a provisioning engine as taught by 
Leymann for the purpose of managing process resources [col 3, lines 40-50]. 
Claim 31: 

The combination of Smimov, Jenney and Leymann discloses wherein generating a signal 
that identifies when a transition occurs that either adds states to the state machine or removes 
states from the state machine further comprises: generating a signal API call; and delivering the 
signal at a predetermined time after generating the corresponding signal API call [Leymann, col 
3, lines 40-50]. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Etienne P. LeRoux whose telephone number is (571) 272-4022. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Apu Mofiz can be reached on (571) 272-4080. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Etienne LeRoux 



July 29, 2007 
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